
Weathermen
Praised for
Performance
When the second and final

phase of the 1962 US nuclear
test series in the Pacific (Opera­
tion Dominic) came to a close
Brig. Gen. N. L. Peterson, AWS
commander, received congratula­
tions from Lt. Gen. Joe W. Kelly,
MATS commander, and Brig.
Gen. John S. Samuel, commander
of Task Group 8.4 and Air Force
deputy to the Joint Task Force 8
commander.
Praise was for the manner in

which AWS personnel responded
to the many challenges the opera­
tion presented.
Col. Templeton S. Walker,

commander, 9th Weather Recon­
naissance group, who was the
overall MATS coordinator for
the project, and Col. Robert A.
Kerr, Deputy Director of Air Op­
erations, Hq AWS, who later re­
placed Colonel Walker as coor­
dinator, were particularly singled
out by General Samuel for a job
well done.

Capt. Oren R. Windoffer, Det.
2, 55th Weather Reconnaissance
squadron, was personally com-

cended for the manner and en­
iusiasm with which he accepted

the additional duty as Mainten­
ance Officer of the 1211th B-57
Maintenance Organization at
Barber's Point. Capt. Windoffer
spent long hours on the flight
line, both day and night, to in­
sure that mission requirements
were fulfilled with safely operat­
ing aircraft.
In a message saluting the ac­

complishments of Task Group
8.4, Rear Admiral L. M. Mustin,
commander of JTF-8, at the close
of the tests stated in part, "... con­
vey to those members of JTAG
8.4 who have contributed to this
performance my most sincere pro­
fessional respects and personal
congratulation. WELL DONE."
Senior MATS project officers

~ mphasized the fact that AWS
ktablished weather-reporting sta-

tions on remote and, in some
cases, uninhabited Pacific islands
in a routine manner which belied
the magnitude of the problems
involved. These stations consist­
ently made rawinsonde runs well
in excess of 100,000 feet over an
extended period of time. Products
were of high quality and of great
value to the JTF-8 Weather Cen­
tral.

WB-50s flew synoptic recon­
naissance tracks almost daily and
preshot area reconnaissance for
each of the 35 test events. Many
of the flights were from the for­
ward base at Christmas Island,
where deployed maintenance per­
sonnel on extended TDY launch­
ed them with a regularity rival­
ing that of a permanent base

At Hickam AFB, Hawaii, the
TDY reconnaissance force on oc­
casion was completely saturated
with concurrent demands of
Dominic, Discoverer and Mer­
cury projects. Yet, all require­
ments were met.
In spite of numerous problems,

the B-57 cloud-sampling force
was augmented, trained, equip­
ped,_and deployed to forward
Pacific bases, vhere they collected
all samples requested Gy scienti­
fic laboratories.

General Peterson sent a letter
of appreciation to all AWS units
involved, expressing his thanks
S5!IE* ~inaeac' s»pporn Ji
ominic,

Ground weather forces involv­
ed were the 2d Weather group,
which supports the Tactical Air
Command, Continental Army
Command and US Strike Com­
mand; the 8th Weather group,
which supports, among other
commands, MATS and Caribbean
Air Command; and 3d Weather
wing, which supports the global
striking force of Strategic Air
Command. Aerial weathermen in­
volved were members of the 9th
Weather Reconnaissance group.

Alert for possible weather-sup­
port needs were the 4th Weather
iving, the AWS unit which gives
tailored support to the Air De­
fense Command; and the 4th
Weather group, supporting Air
Force Systems Command and
others. Mobile weathermen of 4th
Group's 6th Weather squadron
(Mot~ile) stood by for possible
action.

A veteran of the Berlin Air­
lift, Col. Nicholas H, Chavasse,
who commanded 2d Weather

group until this month, was
named staff weather officer for
Air Forces, Atlantic, and left
group headquarters at Langley
AFB, Va., for duty at AFLANT's
command post at Homestead
AFB, Fla. He also served as
Weather Task Force commander~
and provided necessary weather
support to US Army forces in the
Atlantic.
Pressed into action to insure

up-to-the-minute weather obser­
vations from the Cuban area were
men and aircraft of the 9th
Weather Reconnaissance group,
which performs USAF weather
reconnaissance world-wide.
On October 29, 1962, the

famed Hurricane Hunters 9th
Group's 53d Weather Reconnais­
sance squadron at Kindley AFB,
Bermuda began twice-daily
flights around the periphery of
Cuba. Its fleet of weather-modi­
fied WB-50 aircraft augmented
by the addition of three aircraft

(Continued on page 6)

As America's mighty TITAN
II weapon system moved another
step closer to being operational
a short time ago, 4th Weather
group forecasters and observers
were called upon to support on­
site tests.

Beginning at Davis Monthan
AFB, Arizona, the requirement
for on-site meteorological sup­
port rapidly spread to two other
locations, McConnell AFB, Kan­
sas and Little Rock AFB, Ar­
kansas.
Under the direction of the Air

Force Systems Command Ballis­
tics System Division (BSD), the
underground silos and related
support facilities were being read­
ied while the TITAN II itself
was still being tested at Cape
Canaveral.

BSD, through the assistance of
their Staff Meteorologist, deter­
mined that the TITAN II sys­
tem required micrometeorological
support. Personnel at the Air
Force Cambridge Research Lab­
oratories (AFCRL) were asked
to produce an operational mete­
orological support system, to in­
clude equipment and techniques.
Previous diffusion tests conduct­
ed at Vandenberg AFB and Cape
Canaveral provided the necessary
background information.
During the planning stage, it

became apparent that additional
personnel would be needed in
AFCRL's Meteorological Re­
search Labortory in order to has­
ten the meteorological support
system through R & D and into
an operational configuration.
Consequently AFCRL requested
additional manpower from AWS.
The 4th Weather Group Diffu-

( Continued on page 6)

66 Captains
Promoted
To Major
The Air Force recently an­

nounced that it will promote a
total of 4,620 captains to the tem­
porary grade of major during the
current promotion cycle.

Sixty-six officers with AWS
have made the list, six of which
are presently attending school
through the AFIT program.
The effective dates of promo­

tion arc unknown at this time.
Some of those selected will be
able to wear their major's leaves
the first of the year. The major­
ity, however, may expect_promo­
tion not earlier than July 15,
1963. Increments will be an­
nounced as vacancies become
available. Officers within each
increment may assume the higher
grade on the date announced for
that increment.

AWS Headquarters
Eugene X. Bedell, Ray B.

Coffman, John 0. U. Love, Wil­
liam M. Maintz.

1st Weather wing
Robert J. Bissell, Richard D.

Davis, Elton Julian, Vern L.
Peters, Phillip D. Weihs.

2d Weather wing
Umberto M. Amerio, William

A. Beczkalo, Fred H. Bullard,
William E. Cummins, William J.
Hamilton, John D. Hamm, Doug­
lass M. Hurt, Theodore N. Mace,
Alvin T. Opolinsky, Robert F.
Plomb, John S. Rigden jr., Boyce
M. Smith, Ernest R. Thurber.

3d Weather wing
Jehu D. Ashmore, Stuart D.

Bremner, Howard C. Brown,
Gordon Choy jr., John H. Mc­
Kinney, Edward V. Polhamus,
Ralph W. Putman, Robert L.
Seymour, Milton H. Sipple jr.

4th Weather wing
Gerald M. Breen, Josiah E.

Cook, Eugene R. Hoppe, Richard
J. Morrow, Gerald C. Paquin,
Glenn C. Reiter jr., Edward P.
Sugrue.

2d Weather group
Richard G. Read, William C.

Meyer, Howart T. Whitehurst.
4th Weather group

Richard E. Cale, Walter R.
Gruber, Clayton L. Hogg, Wil­
liam N. Steshko.

( Continued on page 5)

ASTRONAUT, Alan B, Shepard (left), receives a weather brief­
ing from SSgt A. J, Gayetsky, forecaster, Det. 1, 15th Weather
squadron, Brookley AFB, Ala. The astronaut was on his way to
Ellington AFB, Texas in an F-102. It was Shepard's comments,
aboard the Mercury capsule Freedom 7, that brought another first
to the annals of US Air Force weathermen. His remarks on cloud
cover over the Eastern Seaboard within three minutes after takeoff
permitted AWS to file the world's first pilot report (PIREP)
from space,

OBSERVERS from 6th Weather squadron (Mobile), Tinker
AFB, Okla., with the base of the tall portable tower in the fore­
ground and wiresonde and wind equipment in the background,
prepare to support Titan II operations at Davis Monthan AFB,
Arizona. Working for 1st Lt. Robert B. Sieck, 4th Weather group
forecaster in charge, are (I to r) A3c William F. Burnes jr., A2c
Louis M. Bassler, A3c Anthony V. Sainato, A2c James G. Benedict
and A3c Jacob S. Egbert.

With the advent of the Cuban quarantine, Air Weather Service
mustered the facilities of its global weather network in support of
alerted United States military forces. Directly involved were Air
Force weathermen of four AWS units, many of them moving quickly
to temporary duty stations to augment existing weather facilities. Indi­
rectly involved, in their role of providing specialized weather support
to all USAF and many Army commands, were all other elements of
AWS, standing by to accelerate weather support as needed.

AWS Units Respond
To Cuban Quarantine

A Quarter Century ofMilitary Weather Service
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Weather Group Supports Titan II Tests
~
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US Air Force - Aerospace Power for Peace

Legion of Merit

LEGION OF MERIT (second oak leaf cluster), is posthumously
presented to Col._James T. Seaver jr, who served as AWS vice
commander from November 1959 to July 1960. Colonel Seaver died
last October after a long illness. Mrs. Seaver (right) receives the
award from Lt. Gen. G. P. Disoway, DCS/Operations, Hq USAF,
as her son looks on.

Detachments Eligible
For Moorman Award
Hq Air Weather Service has

recently established the Moor­
man Award which is for the out­
standing centralized detachment.
The award is in honor of Lt.
Gen. Thomas S. Moorman jr.,
commander of Air Weather Serv­
ice during the period April 22,
1954, to March 28, 1958.
All detachments which perform

a centralized forecast or analysis
function and not normally con­
sidered as a "base weather sta­
tion" with a weather observing
and/or an aircrew briefing func­
tion are eligible.
These eligible units will nor­

mally be forecast centers and
weather centrals which provide
meteorological support ona func­
ona! gr geog.plic bani» ° ~' ~~ ~
er AWS units. Nominations will
be limited to one per unit, re­
porting directly to Headquarters
AWS.

{KINT <ENTER
Front & Center is a feature de­

signed to give recognition to the
men behind the scene in weather
operations throughout AWS. This
month we salute the Weather
Equipment Repairman.
Installing and performing or­

ganizational and field mainten­
ance on detachment meteorologi­
cal observing equipment is the
primary responsibility of our
Weather Equipment Repairman.

Equipment must be kept oper­
ational if weather observers are
to provide using agencies with
an accurate and complete picture
of the meteorological situation
for the operational safety of high
speed aircraft. "On call" service
is therefore mandatory at all
times.
Present detachment inventories

may include weather radar equip­
ment, temperature humidity set,
rotating beam ceilometer, trans­
missometer and wind set. Many
units also have a duplicate pre­
cision approach weather observa­
tion facility installed or program­
med for installation.
With this inventory of equip­

ment the repairman must insure
that sufficient spare parts and
supplies are ordered to maintain
an adequate stock level. He also
keeps records of accountable
equipment up-to-date.
The AWS Observer salutes

our Weather Equipment Repair­
men for their efforts in keeping
our equipment in excellent con­
dition.

AWS-WIDE PROMOTIONS
1961 (June and December)

Quota
252XX Eligible Prom.
To E-6 447 22
To E-7 317 11

253XX
To E-6 398 17
To E-7 591 13

All Other AFSCs
To E-6 484 22
To E-7 851 26

1962 (June and December)
252XX
To E-6 405 28
To E-7 476 26

253XX
To E-6 417 1 6
To E-7 519 26

All Other AFSCs
To E-6 827 53
To E-7 767 38

1961 and 1962 Combined
Weather AFSCs
To E-6 & E-7 3570 159

Other AFSCs
To E-6 & E-7 2929 139

March 1961
252XX
To E-8 13 1
To E-9 7 5

253XX
To E-8 194 1 2
To E-9 10± 32

All Other AFSCs
To E-8 263 29
To E-9 42 1+

March 1962
252XX
To E-8 28 12
To E-9 3 I

253XX
To E-8 183 34
To E-9 57 18

All Other AFSCs
To E-8 222 15
To E-9 20 9

1961 and 1962 Combined
Weather AFSCs
To E-8 & E-9 589 120

Other AFSCs
To E-8 & E-9 547 67

C@m@ma.a.m.dl
Ji ime

oooooooooooooo
If there is any single subject of interest to all of us, it is she sub­

ject of promotions. Not only does being promoted or net being PF?"
moted affect us financially, but the fact of being weighed competi­
tively against our contemporaries cannot help having an affect upon
our well-being and state of mind.
USAF's airman promotion system affects each of us, directly or

indirectly, depending upon whether we arc promoted (or not pro­
moted) by it, or whether we help administer it. Therefore, I am
reviewing it Briefly here as it applies to Air Weather Service. The
officer promotion system will be a subject for a future Command Line.
The basic directive for promotion of airmen is AFR 39-29, para­

graph 1 of which points out: "Promotions will e made to advance
the' best-qualified airmen and not merely to fill a Sy°ta nor to
reward the airmen for long and faithful service." All AWS promotion
boards work under this concept, which is not peculiar to the Air
Force or to the military services, but is a concept which guides all
successful organizations.
This is how the system works: USAF prepares machine-run rosters

of all airmen eligible for promotion, by grade and by AFSC (includ­
ing weather AFSCs). Approximately six weeks before each promotion
date, MATS receives from Air Force an airman promotion distribu­
tion list, which indicates MATS' proportionate share of promotion
vacancies by career-field subdivisions and grades in which vacancies
exist. MATS then makes a quota distribution to the field, including
AWS, based on the numbers eligible, again by grade and AFSC.
These quotas are then allocated to lower echelons, when the num­

bers can be equitably utilized in this fashion. Otherwise, central
MATS selection boards consider all eligible airmen recommended by
their commanders in the limited AFSCs.
The field units are given fixed quotas which may carry with them

restrictions in specific grades and AFSCs. For example, suppose that
in the December 1962 cycle, a particular AWS organization received
a quota of 10 E-6 vacancies, the only MATS limitation in the grade
being against promoting more than two 70270s. The organization's
promotion board would then select for promotion its 10 best-qualified
eligible staff sergeants and might or might not include 70270s ~
depending on how the organization's eligible 70270 staff sergeants
compared with staff sergeants in weather or other, nonweather career
fields.
Elsewhere on this page, two tables show AWS-wide promotions for

1961 and 1962, E-6 through E-9. Since there is naturally an inclina­
tion within AWS to compare weather and nonweather AFSC situa­
tions, the tables reflect this comparison. When figures and grades are
combined for both years, the difference between weather and non­
weather promotions is far less than 1 percent.
Within AWS, our ~oards have utilized all the promotion quotas. ~~To sum it up, within the weather field, promotion chances will var

considerably dependent upon over-all vacancies by grade and weather
AFSC, at any given time. The same applies to nonweather men but
in addition, many times because of the extremely small number ~ I
vacancies, our nonweather people must also compete MATS-wide.

Competition for promotion is keen - extremely so among staff
an! technical s~'SS?~~ - simply because there are so many high­
caliber people in AWS. I am, however, confident that AWS promo­
tion boards, ygrking as they must within limited quotas, are selecting
the best-qualified airmen for promotion to higher grades,

N. L. PETERSON
Brigadier General, USAF
Commander

Airman Promotion Cycle

Hq AWS (incl 1210WS)
1 Wea Wg
2 Wea Wg
3 Wea Wg
± Wea Wg
2 Wea Gp
E Wea Gp
8 Wea Gp
9 Wea R Gp
AWS TOTAL
MATS TOTAL

The award will necessitate a
change to the eligibility require­
ments of the Williams Award,
which is for the outstanding
ground weather detachment. De­
tachments eligible for the Moor­
man Award will not be eligible
for the Williams Award.
Having a separate award for

the centers and'centrals will alle­
viate the problems which have
arisen in the past in determining
the outstanding weather detach­
ment, when comparing a "nor­
mal" detachment with a central­
ized type detachment which has
a distinctly different mission and
capacity~. It will also provide in­
creased emphasis to the central­
ization functions which are play­
ing a larger role within AWS.
The first award will be pre­

sented in calendar year 1964 to
cover accomplishments during
1963.

3 12 46
7 38 27

22 33 38
70 238 246

517 1151 1967
(Although it cannot be applied directly to the above, AWS accounts

for roughly 10 per cent of the total MATS population.)

Following are the February 1963 quotas which have been sent to
our units y Hq MATS, under the new MATS centralized personnel
system. These quotas have further restrictions by AFSC. This table
also shows the over all MATS quotas by grade.

SSgt
2
+

12
10
5
5

20
35
40
33
25

12
30
39
30
22

Ale
2

A2c
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is used, wherein the United States
is divided into eight sections or
zones; the northern half of the
US being zones one through four
and the southern half being zones
five through eight.
In a predetermined pattern,

each station in a zone is called
by the programmer and as the
reporting is completed, the pro­
grammer automatically switches
to the next zone to be queried.
Periods between hourly "H­

Time" reporting are used for au­
tomatic collection and dissemina­
tion of delayed and updated
hourly observations.

~ "H-Time~"
During "H-Time" reporting, as

this cycle is called, predetermin­
ed circuit ties are automatically
established by the programmer
Comet 1, operating at 100 words
per minute, is used exclusively
for the collection and distribu­
tion of surface weather observa­
tions.
All weather information, other

than surface airways observations,
is collected and disseminated by
Comet 2. Comet 2 has no circuit
ties and operates on a miscellan­
eous scan when weather informa­
tion is not being relayed.
The programmer controls

Comet 2 polling, which is prede­
termined. As information is trans­
mitted to the Center on Comet
1, it is received directly at using
stations and is not processed in
the Center.
In Comet 2, stations on the

originating circuit receive the re­
port as it comes to the Center,
but relay to other circuits of
Comet 2 is completed using per­
forated paper tape.
NOTAMS, weather station 12-

hour forecasts, radar reports, pro­
cedure wires and pilot en route
weather reports are all part of
the Comet 2 system.
Throughout this system, the

weather editor plays a vital role
in providing AWS and allied
weather units with nearly one­
quarter of a million weather mes­
sages each month, relayed via the
Tinker Weather Relay Facility.

Because weather data is highly
perishable by nature, it must be
afforded expeditious handling to
insure timely receipt by using
agencies. To guarantee optimum
use of weather data, weather edi­
tors are on the job round-the­
clock selecting data, encoding or
decoding, correcting and insuring
data is in the proper format for
transmission.

Moreover, the editor performs
a continuous quality check on
data being transmitted to insure
that it is clear and being relayed
within usable time limits.
When something occurs that

disrupts the relay schedule, the
editor issues advisories in the
form of No Content Indicators
(NCis) to provide using agencies
with immediate advice on what
to expect as service is restored.
As an additional task, the editor
provides data to satisfy special
requests for information not nor­
mally available on the circuit
concerned. Through the use of
Procedural Messages to other re­
lay centers and editors, a request
for a special weather message can
be satisfied quickly and efficient­
ly, usually within minutes.
Throughout the day, at least

three of the 17 weather editors
(Continued on page 7)

The new automated Weather
Relay Center (KWRF) at Tinker
contains a maze of electronic
equipment operated by 51 com­
munications specialists working
four shifts round-the-clock.
The facility is operated by

AFCS to collect and disseminate
weather information for units of
Air Weather Service.
The Tinker Center relays

weather information from 143
AWS collection points to over
200 Air Force, Army, Navy, and
FAA locations throughout the
continental United States and
overseas.
To provide the best possible

service, a dual system of report­
ing was devised. Comet I and
Comet 2 are eight-circuit paral­
leling networks capable of oper­
ating separately or in conjunc­
tion with each other.

Comet 1
At 30 seconds before every

hour of the day and night, Comet
1 seizes all circuits in the Center
and begins automatic collection
and dissemination of weather in­
formation from stations on a pre­
determined basis. The program­
mer or "brain" calls all stations,
collecting and disseminating all
CONUS surface weather observa­
tions in less than five minutes.

"H-Time" reporting, as this
hourly cycle is called, is fully au­
tomated. A zone reporting system

Ohio, make a 180 degree turn
and continue a direct letdown.
The pilot of Leach 62 refused

this procedure because holding
the required ten minutes at
20,000 feet would consume too
much fuel, and fuel was critical.
Instead he elected to use a direct
radar vector letdown which would
provide the shortest possible let­
down pattern. All communica­
tions between Leach 62 and Day­
ton Approach, for this procedure,
had to go through pilot-to-fore­
caster service via Lt. Twigg.
First contact between Leach 62

and Lt. Twigg was from a point
fifty miles south of Wright Pat­
terson and the first radar control
began when Leach 62 was 20
miles out. Lt. Twigg received in­
structions for turning, descend­
ing, corrections to glide path and
other information from Dayton
Approach Control via the hot­
line and smoothly relayed them
to Leach 62 via the pilot-to-fore­
caster service.

After twenty minutes of in­
struction, through this unusual
communications network, Leach
62 penetrated the existing 1,000
feet ceiling. By the time Lt.
Twigg relayed Leach 62's final
request to turn down the strobe
lights, Leach 62 was safely on the
ground.

evening when Leach 62, sched­
uled to arrive at Wright Patter­
son, had not been contacted by
Indianapolis Center for some
time. Center assumed that the
B-52 had radio trouble and noti­
fied Dayton Approach Control
that Leach 62 was flying "no
radio."

Meanwhile, the pilot of Leach
62, who had plenty of radio trou­
ble, discovered one working ra­
dio frequency, 344.6, the pilot­
to-forecaster service.
The pilot used this service to

contact Detachment 15 for the
Patterson landing forecast and
then asked Lt. Twigg to notify
Dayton Approach that he was un­
able to contact anyone but Pat­
terson Metro.
Lt. Twigg relayed the informa­

tion to Dayton Approach by hot­
line and was in turn advised to
notify the pilot that Leach 62
was cleared for a VOR, 1LS
number 2 landing.
Normal procedure for a num­

ber 2 approach requires the air­
craft to descend from its present
altitude to 20,000 feet and hold.
Then the aircraft must proceed
to a point East of Springfield,

~ ~~Ars Hotas
j■ Safety Contest

The annual MATS Flying
Safety Story Contest is being
conducted from January 1
through March 31, 1963. All mili­
tary and civilian personnel in
MATS, together with assigned
reserve forces, are eligible to en­
ter.

Stories on any phase of MATS
operations are acceptable. Entries
must carry a flying safety mes­
sage and should be from 1000 to
4000 words in length. All entries
are to be mailed directly to The
MATS F l y e r , Headquarters
MATS, Scott AFB, Ill. Stories
must be mailed no later than
March 31, 1963 and all entries
become the property of the
"MATS Flyer."
In addition to publication in

the safety magazine, the six best
entries selected by the judges will
receive cash awards of $150, $125,
$100, $75, $50 and $25, respec­
tively.

The age of modem jet aircraft and space vehicles precipitated the
development of a modem system of communicating weather informa­
tion. The pilot, who departs McChord AFB, Washington, on a flight
to Little Rock Arkansas, must know the weather conditions at his des­
tination before he departs; en route, he must receive current weather
information to update that which he was given when he filed his
flight plan; and when he arrives he may need to know weather for
surrounding stations should it be necessary to divert to an alternate
field.
In December 1954, a Weather

Relay Center was established at
Tinker to speed the transmission
of CONUS weather reports. The
first center was equipped with
four teletype receivers and four
keypunch relay machines oper­
ated by 12 airmen.

New Center

"Cleared for a VOR, 1LS let­
down number 2, Runway 23,
right. Turn on a heading 070 de­
grees, descend to 20,000 feet."
This was part of the unusual

pilot-to-forecaster service commu­
nication between a diverted B-52,
Leach 62, and 1st Lt. John K.
Twigg, forecaster, Det. 15, 15th
Weather squadron, Wright Pat­
terson AFB, Ohio.
The incident began late one

I
ILEas

WEATHER TAPE messages from Comet 2 are edited by SSgt
Jonas Green'JF. (I~t) a6d A3e Harry Connolly at the weather relay
center.

ON DUTY at the weather relay programmer arc 1 to r): Thomas
Brackett, civilian technician; A3c William R. Trammell, operator;
CWO Jacob H. Jones, OIC of the center; and A2c Jackie Kupiec.
All are members of the 1984th Communications squadron.

BEING ESCORTED on an inspection of the weather relay center
by Major John L. Whyatt (right), Communications and Electronics
Operations Officer, 1984th Communications squadron, is ME. J. H.
Knott of Western Union Telegraph Company,

AWS Features~

Weather Relay Center

Forecaster Helps Pilot
Bring Down Aircraft
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An Air Force weather unit is paving a smooth road for land railsea and air vehicles at Ft. Eustis, Va., home of the Army TAAspor­
tation Center. Meteorological equipment and airmen of Det. 13, 16th
Weather squadron are the unique engineers in smoothing the way
for the post's diversified mission.
The detachment is stationed in place of assignment," he men­

the Felker Army Airfield opera- tioned.
tions building and gives yeather "The Army's only active rail­
briefings to every Army pilot who roaders still engineer the old
ascends into the "wild blue yon- steamers in readiness training
der," whether on research, oper- here. With rail, there is the prob­
ations, training, or testing©flights, lem of severe {veather."
all of which are missions of units He pointed out that the 40
located there. miles of track has over 80 switch-
Transportation Research Com- es needing protection against se­

mand scientists may need atmo- vere cold, warning of which is
spheric density readings for their provided by weather service.
records in research testing of Other calls from commanders
ground effects machines (GEM), and training chiefs, who seek
which are carriers that ride on long range weather forecasts for
cushions of air. When scientists tactical training operations or for
wanted wind data for the Army's a field trip by a class of the
first manned rocket belt flight, Army Transportation School, is
the weather-wise airmen stepped a part of the Center. Convoy
forward with the information. commanders also call in for icy
At Ft. Story, subpost of the road conditions before rolling

Transportation Center, units are their trucks.
constantly in training. For the
Army's training exercises "Sand
Dunes" and LOTS ( logistics­
over-the-shore), the Air Force
unit gave weather reconnaissance
service to task force commanders.
Aboard a light helicopter, they
hovered "so close to the sea sur­
face that I could taste the salt,"
said one airborne observer, to es­
timate the length and frequency
of wave action, depth of swells,
and other surf conditions. Radi­
oed back to the task commander,
while the helicopter was hovering
over the shoreline, it was valuable
information in determining the
time of assault.

To equal Russia, we in the
United States would have to:
• Abandon three-fifths of our
steel capacity.

• Abandon two-thirds of our pe­
troleum capacity.

• Scrap two of every three hydro­
electric plants.

• Forget over 90 percent of our
natural gas.

• Eliminate 95 percent of our
electric motor output.

• Rip up 14 of every 15 miles of
paved highways.

• Destroy two of three miles of
our railroads.

• Sink eight of every nine of our
ocean-going ships.

• Junk 19 of every 20 of our cars
and trucks.

• Slash all paychecks by three­
fourths.

• Transfer 60,000,000 Americans
back to the farm.

• Destroy 40,000,000 television
sets.

• Rip out nine of every 10 tele­
phones.

• Tear down seven of every 10
houses.

McKENZIE, TSgt and Mrs. James M.,
a daughter, born November 15, 1962,
at Portland International Airport, Ore­
gon. Father assigned to Det. 7, 35th
Weather squadron, Portland Interna­
tional Airport, Oregon.

PETERSON, A2c and Mrs. Robert L.,
a daughter, born November 30, 1962,
at Portland International Airport, Ore­
gon. Father assigned to Det. 7, 351h
Weather squadron, Portland Interna­
tional Airport, Oregon.

KARR, TSgt and Mrs. Thomas M., a
son, Marion Spears, born December 2,
1962, at Cabarrus Memorial Hospital,
Concord, South Carolina. Father as­
signed to Det. 13, 1oth Weather
squadron, Ft. Eustis, Virginia.

BECKERWERTH, Alc and Mrs. Horst,
a daughter, Melissa Erika, born De­
cember 22, 1962, at Ireland Army Hos­
pital. Father assigned to Det. 5, 16th
Weather squadron, Ft. Knox, Kentucky.

CARPENTIER, Lt. Col. and Mrs. Jo­
seph H., a daughter, Virginia Ruth,
born December 31, 1962, at USAF Hos­
pital, Scott AFB, Illinois. Father assign­
ed to Hq. AWS, Scott AFB, Illinois.

The scientific services division
of 3d Weather wing recently host­
ed a three day conference of
technical service officers. The
conference was held to acquaint
officers, especially newly as­
signed officers, with the consult­
ant programs of Air Weather
Service and the 3d Weather wing.
Overall technical weather sup­
port to the Strategic Air Com­
mand was also discussed by those
present.
Some specific subjects covered

included automation and central­
ized weather products, radar
satellites, missiles, forecast veritE
cation schemes and special proj~

~ects.
~

Representatives from the 3d
Weather wing Technical Services
division, 8th Weather squadron,
9th Weather squadron and the
26th Weather squadron attended.

24-hour Forecasting
Even the Army housewife is

indebted to the Air Force for
24-hour forecasting. She dials a
telephone number to find out
whether washing clothes or pic­
nics are in order. Since the auto­
matic answering device was in­
stalled a year ago, the station has
handled over 400 tape broadcasts
a day. The forecast is recorded
on every change of the weather
outlook.
However, the unit's most time­

consuming operation is support
for the increasing role of Army
aviation and Felker Army Air­
field operations, where daily, 270
helicopters and fixed wing take­
offs and landings demand approx­
imately 40 air crew weather

briefings.
In the interest of flying safety,

$50,000 worth of additional elec­
tronic meteorological equipment
is being installed to continuously
record cloud heights horizontal
visibility, temperature and hu­
midity.
Whether its weather for a fish­

ing trip or forecasting for a ma­
jor training exercise, Air Weather
Service's Detachment 13 has tail­
ored its 24-hour service to indi­
vidual needs of a most diversi­
fied aggregation of Army trans­
portation, engaged in training
and testing operations of research.

Pilots are men who start out by
knowing a great deal about very little
and go on learning more and more
about less and less until they end up
knowing everything about nothing.

Navigators are men who start out
knowing a very little about a great
deal and go on learning less and less
about more and more until they end
up knowing nothing about everything.

Weathermen start out knowing ev­
erything about everything, but due to
their continued association with pilots
and navigators, end up knowing noth­
ing about nothing.

Other Areas Profit
Wind information for person­

nel of Army Chemical and sup­
port for Army Signal operations
are other areas for Army service
profiting from ready availability
of weather eyes.
"We even go into the field

with Army units," says Major
Erie H. Phinney, detachment
commander. Weather support
was given from field stations to
Exercise Swiftstrike and LOGEX
( Logistical Exercise) last year.
"Ft. Eustis is a very interesting

Col. Nicholas H, Chavasse
presently commander, 2a Wai.
er group, Langley AFB, Va., will
be leaving for the Pentagon the
latter part of this month to re­
place the late Col. James T. Sea­
ver ir., as Assistant for Weather
to the ~ Deputy Chief of Staff,
Operations, US Air Force.

ROUTINE instrument reading,
from within the instrument shel­
ter, on the Felker Army Airfield
flight line is taken by SSgt Larry
D. Scoggins, assistant chief ob-
server.

ARMY PILOTS are briefed on weather conditions by TSgt
Thomas M. Karr (center), chief forecaster, Det. 13, 16th Weather
squadron. Pilots of the Aviation Division receiving the weather
roundup are (l to r), Capt. Arthur W. Mason, Capt. Thomas K.
Lewis and Capt. James N. Moore.

WIND VELOCITY reading from a portable wind set is taken
by A2c Roberi E. Shannon, at the crossroad of Felker Army Air­
Lela'~ Ground Control Approach and the track of the Ft. Eustis
Military Railroad.

HOVERING over the Atla+:
OH-23 Raven 6eii.o~" ~ ''pie shore of Ft. Story, Va» i".

~

u~ao «ad «ol'.{"~sf ~~~~.«, is~ ~ Noman d"caig
waves for radio rel~,"Formation on breaker heights and lengths of

Wing Hosts
Conference ~
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Let's Equal Russia
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A2c Elizabeth B. Wolfe, an
outstanding weather observer of
Det. 4, 35th Weather squadron
McChord AFB,

~

Wash., has
been selected to
a t t e n d Offi­
cers' Candidate
School at Lack­
land AFB, Tex­
as, the second
detachment ob­
server so hon­
ored t h e past
year. She will
enter OCS Class 63-D along
with Ale Jovian B. McKinley,
who departed earlier in Decem­
ber. Airman Wolfe graduated
from Weather Observer Training
at Chanute AFB, Ill., and came
to McChord in November 1961.

Mr. Charles W. Dickens, Hq
AWS Historian, Scott AFB, Ill.,
was recently awarded a 10-year
service pin.
He joined AWS in October

1958, coming from Langley AFB,
Va., were he had for three years
been an assistant historian at Tac­
ical Air Command headquarters.

~ Prior to joining the Air Force
historical program at TAC in
1955, Mr. Dickens was for six
years Assitant State Archivist for
the State of Delaware.
His 10-year tenure of service

also includes three years with the
Armed Forces in World War II,
part of it with the Army Air
Forces.
TSgt Arthur A. Francis was

recently praised, concerning the
excellent professional services he
has rendered at the University of
New Mexico.

Major William C. Naylor, Pro­
fessor of Air Science, Air Force
Reserve Officer Training Corps
(AU), University of New Mexi­
co, said in part, "TSgt Francis
volunteered to instruct our ad-

~

Highlights of Air Weather
Service personnel at work and
play.

vanced AFROTC cadets in atmo­
spheric pressure and circulation
dyring his off-duty time. Through
his extensive preparation and ex­
sellent presentatien, he simpli­
fied a difficult subject and stim­
ulated a great deal of interest
among the cadets."
TSgt Francis, weather techni­

cian, has been assigned to the
3th Weather_group's Det. 23,
Kirtland AFB, since October
1959.
Mr. Wilfred C. Reisbich. an

illustrator with the Graphics divi­
sion, Hq AWS, Scott AFB, Ill.,
was recently awarded a 20-year
service pin.
He entered Civil Service with

the Army Map Service Corps of
Engineers, St. 'Louis, Mo., on Oc­
tober 29, 1942.
Mr. Reisbich joined AWS in

July 1958 and has been employed
at Scott for the past 18 years.

Weather Observer, A2c Thom­
as W. Brown, Det. 15, 11th
Weather squadron, King Salmon
Airport, Alaska, recently became
the first USAF weatherman in
Alaska to complete the US
Weather Bureau Training Course
for pilot briefers.

Shortly after his arrival at King
Salmon, Airman Brown volun­
tarily took the Weather Bureau
Pilot Briefer Course. The course,
consisting of 17 lessons, normally
requires from nine to 12 months
for completion. Amazingly,
Brown completed the course in
five months. Intended to improve
the weather briefing capability
of weather bureau employees, the
course covers such subjects as
characteristics of various types
of aircraft, air traffic control,
theory of flight, interpretation of
various types of forecasts and
weather hazards to flight.

For completing the course, Air­
man Brown was awarded a

Weather Bureau Certificate of
Achievement signed by Dr. F. W.
Reichelderfer, Chief of the
Weather Bureau and Mac A.
Emerson, Regional Administra­
tive Officer of the Weather Bu­
reau's Alaska region.
TSgt James F. Buchanan jr., a

duty forecaster with Det. 25, 9th
Weather squadron, Minot AFB,
N.D., spends his nights studying
weather and his days studying
the books.

Since his arrival at Minot in
October 1959, Sergeant Buchanan
has carried a full course of stu­
dies at Minot State Teachers Col­
lege and will graduate from the
four-year school in June. His
goal is to obtain a bachelor of
science degree in education with
a major in mathematics and
chemistry.

Sergeant Buchanan has been
initiated into the Zeta Xi Chap­
ter of Kappa Delta Pi national
education honorary society, made
up of students in the upper per­
centile according to academic
standards.
Instructors and students of all

branches of the Department of
Weather Training, Chanute AFB,
Ill., once again brought the spirit
of Christmas to the boys at Vic­
tory Hall Orphan's Home in Nor­
mal, Illinois.
The home has been adopted

by the Department and since
1958 individual gifts have been
made to the boys, as well as the
orphanage. This year the home
received stereo speakers, chess
and checker sets and other table
games.

Aside from the gifts, the boys
were treated to a Christmas din­
ner with all the trimmings.

Ale Robert T. Lacey, Det. 6,
15th Weather squadron, became
the first man in the squadron to
be awarded the unit's Distin­
guished Achievement Honor for
the second time.
He received the honor for his

outstanding performance in his
weather observing function.
Noteworthy among his achieve-

ments, which enabled him to re­
ceive the award over some 150
other observers throughout the
squadron, was the fact that he
made more than 3,000 consecu­
tive teletype transmissions with­
out a significant discrepancy.
In addition, Lacey was chosen

the detachment's outstanding ob­
server of the quarter for the third
consecutive time.
The award was presented to

him for his contribution in sup­
porting flying safety, and for hav­
ing contributed greatly to the ef­
fectiveness of the detachment.

Capt. Barry E. Harris, Capt.
Donald B. Miller and CMSgt
Raymond O. Nutt, all of the De­
partment of Weather Training,
Chanute AFB, Ill., are preparing
to leave for the Philippine Islands
to conduct courses on Tropical
Weather Analysis and Forecast­
ing.
It is expected that eight to ten

students from the 1st Weather
wing will attend each class. The
course replaces the training for­
merly conducted by the Univer­
sity of Hawaii.
The subjects will be of pri­

mary interest to personnel in the
area as they include, Tropical
Wind Analysis, Tropical Weather
Patterns, Tropical Storms and
Typhoon Forecasting Methods
and .uses of TIROS data in the
tropics.

Capt. Paul W. McMahon 56th
Weather Reconnaissance quad­
ron, Yokota AB, Japan was re­
cently awarded the MATS 5 000
Hour Accident Free Flying ~EI
Pm. Lt. Gen. Joe W. Kelly,
MATS Commander, in a congrat­
ulatory,}S*®Se '°"Spt. MeMa­
hon, said in part, "This award is
concrete evidence of your out­
standing skill, alertness, and ad­
herence to sound flying prac­
tices,"

TIROS Becomes
New Publication
In November 1962, the Repub­

lic of Korea (ROKAF) Weather
Service published its first month­
ly weather service publicatior
and named it TIROS after the
Tiros I weather satellite, symbol­
izing rapid advancement in the
science of meteorology.
The ROKAF Weather Service

is also taking large strides for­
ward in this field. Two of these
steps in modernization are the de­
velopment of a facsimile network
within Korea and centralized
forecasting.
TIROS, tailored after various

AWS publications, is designed to
inform personnel in the field and
includes changes in procedures,
areas where improvement is re­
quired, personnel changes and
items written by weather advi­
sory personnel. The publication
serves as a means of getting the
WORD from the weather group
to various outlying sites and de­
tachments.

Promotions
( Continued from page 1)

8th Weather group
Robert G. Cobb, Walton F. J.

Perrine, Ewel J. Shinaberger
9th Weather Recon group
Leo V. Baustian, William H.

Brinkmann, Douglas L. Camp­
bell, Jack S. Carichoff, Eugene L.
Hochstedler, Kenneth C. Hol­
land, Horace D. Kesselring,
Charles W. Lame, Merrill Nich­
olson, Rodney F. Redmond
Franklin A. Ross, Alfaroz ~

~

Walton.
1210th Weather squadron

Ralph C. Simmons.
AFIT

Arthur G. Builta, James L.
Corcoran, R. A. Derrickson
Daniel H. Lufkin, Donald W
Stevens, Elwyn E. Wilson.

Col, and Mrs. W. C, Phillips
have announced the engagement
of their daughter, Susan" Eliza­
beth, to Capt. Cecil O. Calhoun

!

·r., aide-de-cunp to Lt. Gen.
oe W. Kelly, MATS comman­
er. Miss Phillips, daughter of

the AWS chief of staff, gradu­
ated last year from Stephens
College, Columbia, Mo. Captain
Calhoun, a Columbus, Ga., na­
tive, is a 1956 graduate of Louisi­
ana State university, Baton Rouge.
~6- v2ii., &k~i2S:
ruary 16 at the Scott AFB, Ill
base chapel, •"»

I
cHxIs1MAS DECORATIONS may be down_in most p~[~",{I

m wozia bu sa Weier squadron, siiaw AFB, s.C~tei to dis.
maniac air onenaa- ajsiiy. Li coi. Re-" ~,{''S{C'; ~~"*
maaazr Jr ~~ .aii, w ii iaea of a weather satelli!s,,*°!* ~

Gis~i"h2 »»6iv 26ca 2 a2 need,°",3"212"5,SN 2:
Lr. wiiiiam C. Stewart, Aie Courney Fields and_le DallA.
Wauer, Eaad-construeea an*elaborate Christmas display.

HARMONIOUS COOPERATION existing between the service
branches is evidenced as TSgt Raymond L. Williams, an Air Weath­
er Service advisor, explains the Aneroid Barometer to Seaman
Thomas A. Hoffman, one of three Coast Guard weather observers,
who spends his inactive training assemblies with the 146th ANS
Weather Flight, Corapolis, Pa.

2d Lt. Darrell E. Mount, Det.
22, 24th Weather squadron, Kees­
ler AFB, Miss., was recently pro­
moted to 1st Lieutenant. Mount
is a weather forecaster.

y

~
'/1

'. •·

' ' ., •
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ON THE
■ skein..']'
AWS Global Report

Wolfe
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its satellite Airlift Command
Posts.
One of the principal sources of

weather information is the IBM
computer at the National Me­
teorological Center at Suitland,
Md. It rapidly computes a "least­
time track~' based on a combina­
tion of known distances and most
favorable wind factors.

Others Facts
Other facts for forecasters

come from the National Hurri­
cane Center at Miami, Fla., man­
ned by the US Weather Bureau
and the US Navy and Air Force
specialists.
Other facts for forecasters are

gained through the endeavors of
the 53d Weather Reconnaissance
squadron, which flies the WB-50
weather reconnaissance version
of the post-World War II Super­
fort into the most violent weather
in the world gaining knowledge
vital to forecasting tropical hurri­
canes.
Weather data is also freely ex­

changed with a great number ,
foreign countries, including th~
Soviet Union, in accordance with
international treaties.

Contract picket ships in the
Atlantic Ocean gather informa­
tion used in briefing crews on sea
conditions and additional data is
collected by automatic stations
afloat in the Atlantic.
The EASTAF weather-collect­

ing network extends from the
Mississippi River to Karachi,
Pakistan, and almost from pole
to pole.

Weather Briefings
Prior to the execution of a

mission, the EASTAF Command
Post and ACP controllers receive
weather briefings. At this head­
quarters, during exercises, weath­
er briefings are transmitted fror
the base weather station on

(Continued on page 7) ~

Many_ Eastern Transport Air
Force (EASTAF) pilots have and
face the probability of flying
through giblis, dust devils and
ice needles.

Common to Tripoli, a gibli is
a hot, blazing wind off the Sa­
hara Desert that will kick up
enough sand and dust to com­
pletely obscure the sun. It can
reduce visibility to a near-zero
condition and is otherwise a first
cousin to the more familiar sir­
occo.
Dust devils are pesky whirl­

winds stirred up in the Sahara
and Arabian deserts.
Ice needles are needle-like par­

ticles of ice which form on air­
craft wings at extremely high al­
titudes and in the polar regions.
Flying MATS missions over al­

most half the world's surface,
EASTAF air crews are exposed
to everything the weather has to
offer. This includes hurricanes
and tornadic winds, brutal polar
or tropical temperatures, assorted
precipitation, ocean swells upon
ditching, and the inevitable tur­
bulence.

One Man Detachment
Gleaning global weather infor­

mation "calls for everything in
the books," according to Lt. Col.
Glyndon Lynde, EASTAF staff
weather advisor. Attached to
EASTAF from 8th Weather
group, Scott AFB, Ill., the colonel
refers to himself as a one man
weather detachment, including
his own first sergeant. He holds
a Master's Degree in Meteorology
and has even been a special agent
for the US Treasury Department.
EASTAF Weather Forecasting

Centers at McGuire AFB, N. J.,
Charleston AFB, S. C., South
Ruislip, England and Torrejon,
Spain gather facts vital to flight
planning. These are furnished to
the EASTAF Command Post and

In keeping with the idea that
"a well informed Air Force wife
makes a better Air Force team,"
the 56th Weather Reconnaissance
squadron recently held a wives
briefing and tour.
The ladies were escorted across

the flight line to the squadron
area and immediately given a
briefing on the unit's mission,
type of tracks flown, typhoon
missions and the most important
thing to the ladies, that being
how they should go about doing
their job.
Major Langdon Harrison, Duty

Operations Officer, then briefed
the group just as if they were a
crew, speaking on the missions to
be flown that day.
After visiting the personnel

equipment shop, where the squad­
ron's survival gear was explained
and demonstrated, the ladies
were shown the electronics shop.
Perhaps the most fun occurred

when the group was allowed to
tour the WB-50, C-130 and B-57.
Wives sat in the same seats their
husbands sit in while flying a
mission. The most vivid impres­
sion was how small the cabins
were and how little a crewmem­
ber could move around in the
aircraft.
Lt. Col. William B. Elliott,

acting squadron commander in
the absence of Col. Eugene D.
Wallace said, "We plan to have
more of these tours to help the
wives of our officers and airmen
better understand our problems,
missions and the Air Force way
of life as a whole."

(Continued from page 1) ~
sion Branch was subsequently or­
ganized within the laboratory,
and the branch is manned by Lt.
Col. R. L. Miller (OIC), Capt.
G. L. Tucker, Capt. Juri Nou,
and Capt. F. H. Miller.
For the installation and check­

out now underway at Davis Mon­
than, McConnell, and Little Rock
AFBs, a 4th Weather group fore­
caster on TDY is in charge of
the on-site meteorological input
to the operation. This support re­
quires a constant indication of
low-level atmospheric stability as
well as wind, speed and direc­
tion.
Using portable meteorological

equipment, observers from the
6th Weather squadron are mak­
ing the necessary measurements.
A wiresonde, now being used, will
eventually be replaced by a spe­
cial temperature-measuring de­
vice. Permanent meteorological
equipment, to be operated by 3d
Weather wing personnel, after
AFSC turns the operational mis­
siles over to SAC, will eventually
replace this mobile equipment.

As the date approaches for the
missiles to become operational,
3d Weather wing forecasters, ob­
servers, and maintenance men
are being trained to provide the
required support.

According to the Associated Press a Crab Orchard, Tennessee
house/ii.."4,i. rel~ Lane, uses nature to forecast the weather.
Reading weather signs, Mrs. Lane maintains, is not hocus-pocus. She
believes God built weather detection systems into his creatures, con­
tending this is why birds fly south, why hornets build nests close to
the ground where they aren't in as great a danger of freezing, why
spiders try to get into houses in the fall and why tree bark is thicker
if a hard winter is coming.
In September 1959, Mrs. Lane,_who is Crab Orchard correspon-

dent' for'the weekly newspaper at Crossville, Tenn,, turned,i" a para-
raph stating it would be a cold, hard winter. fter Christmas that~ 2'vr# #area snowing ana snowed 28 different imes _ere
CC; Gihiig ice «oms ~ cia«a*es~, ""?Azj"- n 3,j}***
of snow and upper East Tennessee had some drifts 10 feet high;
Her forecasting ability may have gone unnoticed, but her editor,

in the midst of a February snowstorm, remembered he#"P'??~1He reproduced in on he front page, of the Crossville Chronicle
remindir{g readers they were forewarned. Thus, her reput~t1on. as a
weather prophet was ,made. Newspapers over the state now await her
forecast as a yearly fixture. «r :..□for ofth
Last August she counted nine fogs. "Those nine fpgs, two o} , ~~
ii~2'~'couia Gu_diem ~ii"a ±~ifs mean as ne~","""52 Ia« dne mos in ran«see us -ea. 2522 22225
astperformance, many Tennesseans will nodoubt takeheea.

"~2" KE piss» iai sie iearmea o read weather sig*, {rem
her ~her. "He' loved nature, and he loved to study about it. He
iiva Varone be pig-bu«en es> *# S"RE "~A"~EL.I ~5:
about such things. Most of us now are sobusy ~'#yingto ge
moon we don'i take time to come back to earth.
Mi~. Lane" does@'t actuary claim ~~ be a. "~!~" PIPS but she

can tell what the signs of nature reveal. She claims "it's rather fun
to see if they come true."

( Continued from page 1 )
from 9th Group's 55th Weather
Reconnaissance squadron at Mc­
Clellan AFB, Calif., the 53d be­
gan making 16-hour flights of
3,350 nautical miles twice each
day from Bermuda around Cuba
and back to Bermuda. Flying a
minimum of 40 miles offshore
from Cuba, the weather flyers
took observations every 20 min­
utes while circling Cuba.
Weather data secured on these

flights was transmitted from the
weather aircraft directly to Ber­
muda thence to the Tactical
Forecast Center at Langley AFB
for inclusion in over-all weather
charts of the area involved. Air
Force teletype circuits made this
data available directly to the
Commander in Chief, Atlantic;

SAC's Global Weather Central at
Offutt AFB, Nebr.; AFLANT's
command post at Homestead
AFB; and to those supporting
Army and Navy activities in con­
nection with the Cuban crisis.

Working jointly with'AWS dur­
ing the crisis were Air Rescue
Service, whose crews flew special
search missions for a missing SAC
reconnaissance aircraft, plus pre­
cautionary missions in the area,
and Air Photographic and Chart­
ing Service, whose crews flew
special photo reconnaissance mis­
sions over Atlantic Ocean areas
for the US Navy.

THE MATS COMMANDER'S Outstanding Aero Club trophy
is presented to Scott Aero Club President Lt. Col. Wendell
Phillips (right), Chief, Concepts Branch, AWS Operations, Making
the presentation is Col. W. C. Armstrong, Scott AFB commander
who_previously accepted the trophy froni' Lt. Gen. Joe W. Keli~,MATS commander. The award went to the Scott club for having
attained the greatest number of points in competition with other
MATS aero clubs. The criteria for selection included safety record,
aircraft inventory, hours flown, financial position and general oper­
ations.

"A clear area of Air Force interest
is that of future space operations.
These military space operations will
consist of weather, communications,
reconnaissance, and detection - all of
which are present Air Force responsi­
bilities."-Brig. Gen. B. G. Holzman,
Commander, Air Force Cambridge Re­
search Laboratories.

~

GREETING special guests, Mrs. Joe W. Kelly (left), wife of the
MATS commander, and Mrs. C. A. Heiligenstein (center), wife of
the president of the First National Bank of Belleville, Ill., is Mrs.
Norman L. Peterson, wife of the AWS commander. The ladies at­
tended the annual Air Weather Service officers' wives' club holi­
day tea.

EASTAF Utilizes
Weather Support

Wives Tour
56th WRS

Housewife Uses Nature
To Forecast Weather

Cuban Quarantine . •

Titan •••
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Pilot School

PAUSING with Class No. 3 at the Aerospace Research Pilots
School, Edwards AFB, Calif., is Brigadier General Norman L.
Peterson, AWS commander. General Peterson recently visited Det.
21, ±th Weather group and addressed the class. Members include
(l to r): Major T. D. Benefield, Capt. A. L. Atwell, Capt. E. G.
Givens jr., Capt. A. H. Uhalt jr., General Peterson, Capt. C. A.
Bassett, Capt. I. H. Engle, Col. C. E. Yeager, commander_of the
school, Major N. R. Garland, Capt. M. Collins, Capt. J. A. Roman
and Capt. F. G. Lunebeck.

Relay Center
( Continued from page 3)

assigned to Tinker Weather Re­
lay are on the job handling rou­
tine and special requirements.
They constantly strive to improve
the world-wide AWS Weather
Communications System in order
that observations and forecasts
may be of even more value to
those distant stations for whose
support the network and weather
editors exist.
While the Comet system is a

vast improvement over the old
system, it is also a constantly
evolving system. Improvements
are constantly under review,
some have already been imple­
mented, others are approaching
the hardware stage. Comet has,
for the time being, brought
CONUS weather communications
in line with the aerospace state­
of-the-art. To keep it there will
require continuing effort.

Achievement

~

V-a

~

~

~

0RmE m~m
THE NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENT AWARD for excellence of

performance in forcasting has been presented to Detachment 6, 15th
Weather squadron, Griffiss AFB, New York. Proudly displaying the
certificate is Maj. Dale P. Boden, detachment cammander (center).
Detachment forecasters from (I to r) are: Capt. James R. Wright,
SSgt. Charles W. Galla, Capt. Lelyn W. Nybo, 1st Lt. Ronald T.
Podsiadlo, Maj. Boden, TSgt. Ralph L. Smith, 1st Lt. Harold C.
Jacobs, 1st Lt. Frederick R. Neufeld and SSgt. Edward V. Engquist.

BASTA
~ (Continued from page 6)

closed television circuit or Col­
onel Lynde briefs EASTAFs air­
lift controllers.
EASTAF flying personnel are

well briefed on sea conditions,
such as magnitude and direction
of ocean swells. In the rare cir­
cumstance which necessitates
ditching, and where possible,
EASTAF aircrews attempt to land
parallel to waves on a continuous
flat surface.
Once the best track and alti­

tude have been determined and
an aircraft takes off, a meteoro­
logical or "Met" watch is per­
formed throughout the flight.
Updated weather advisories are
then transmitted to the aircraft
"s necessary.
~ A steady flow of data based on

"AIREPs" or observations taken
in flight by EASTAF navigators,
and from other sources, is pro­
vided to the Flight Progress sec­
tions of the EASTAF Command
Post to the Suitland Computer.
An extensive communications

system enables EASTAF to ob­
tain last-minute information
from overseas terminals. The
command also maintains knowl­
edge of weather through a sys­
tem of four flashing lights on a
large map of the EASTAF area,
at each of its MATS terminal
weather forecasting centers.
To illustrate transition of con­

trol, Met Watch responsibility is
transferred to South Ruislip, Tor­
rejon, or as the case may be,
after an EASTAF aircraft reaches
30 degrees west longitude. The
appropriate command post is au­
thorized to divert that aircraft
to a pre-planned alternate loca­
tion, in event of hazardous
weather.
Computer verifications of

tracks'flown by EASTAF air­
crews indicate that wind forecasts
have been reasonably accurate.
The forecasts almost always veri­
fy within five to ten knots of the
actual wind existing in the atmo­
sphere during the flight.
Thar's calling it ~lose. Giblis,

dust devils and ice needles not­
withstanding.

ANALYZING a constant-pressure chart with Mr. Michio Shir­
oma (center), an East-West Center graduate student at the Uni­
versity of Hawaii, majoring in meteorology and employed with the
Okinawa Weather Bureau is (l to r) SMSgt Arthur Pierre, AWS
Advisor, 19th Weather Flight, Hawaii Air National Guard, Major
Allen Pearson, commander of the flight and 2d Lt. Roland Hamil­
ton, a member of the flight, who is with the meteorology depart­
ment of the University of Hawaii. Mr. Shiroma was a guest at a
week-end drill and lectured to the flight on weather patterns along
the Asiatic mainland.

Deaths
The OBSERVER regretfully

announces the following deaths:
Lt. Col. Wayne E. Bennett,

who died December 17, 1962 at
Manchester, Connecticut, of a
heart attack. Lt. Col. Bennett re­
tired from AWS in September
1959 and was employed in the
Weather Operations Research
Division. Traveler's Insurance
Co., ~~ ihe time of his death.
A1c Rubin C. Register, who

died December 2, 1962 also of a
heart attack. Airman Register
was assigned as a weather ob­
server to Det. 8, 28th Weather
squadron, 2d Weather wing, APO
127, New York, New York.

The Air Force recently an­
nounced the names of 74 colonels
and 320 lieutenant colonels select­
ed to attend the seven schools in
the Air Force Senior Service
Schools program for 1963-64.
The seven schools in the fiscal

1964 program are the National
War College and the Industrial
College of the Armed Forces,
Washington, D.C.; the Canadian
National Defense College at
Kingston, Ontario; the Imperial
Defense College in London; Air
War College at Maxwell AFB,
Ala.; Army War College at Car­
lisle Barracks, Pa., and the Naval
War College, Newport, R.I.
AWS nominated 12 candidates

to MATS. Their records were
evaluated by the MATS board,
and seven were forwarded to
USAF where two were selected
to attend the Air War College.
Lt. Col. James M. Burkhart,

Plans and Programs Officer, 1st
Weather wing, Fuchu AS, Japan,
and Lt. Col. James R. Anderson,

Chief, ETWC, Det. 40, 28th
Weather squadron, High Wy­
combe, England, were chosen to
attend the school.

Colonel Burkhart was born
February 8, 1922, in Seneca, Mo.
He received his Bachelor of Sci­
ence degree in Physics from Dru­
ry College, Springfield, Mo., in
1943, and was commissioned
shortly thereafter. He is a rated
command pilot and flew 28 com­
bat missions during World War
II. He has been in AWS since
1944.
Colonel Anderson was born in

Cincinnati, Ohio, July 8, 1919.
He received his Bachelor of Sci­
ence degree in Chemical Engin­
eering from Rice Institute, Hous­
ton, Texas, in 1942. He went
through Officer Candidate School
in 1943 and received his commis­
sion. In 1953, through AFIT, he
attended UCLA, Los Angeles,
Calif., and received his Master's
Degree in meteorology. Colonel
Anderson has been with AWS
since 1946.

Colonels Burkhart and Ander­
son are among the 230 lieutenant
colonels and colonels from the
Air Force who were selected as
principals for the Air War Col­
lege. An additional 25 were se­
lected as alternates.

~txt Issue
Highlighting the next issue of

the OBSERVER will be:
• A feature on the retention of
junior officers in AWS,

• The name of the sports column
contest winner and his entry,

• The 21st Weather squadron ap­
pearing in the Spotlight.

■ The new record set by the San­
ta letter program.

• A unit which was honored for
an idea being used world-wide.

Each week Radio Free Europe broad­
casts almost 3,000 program haura of
news, information and entertainment
to 80 million captive people in Po­
land, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Ro­
mania and Bulgaria,

1

WEATIIERMEN from all pan. of the W~ton area gatheml
to exchai ge holid greetings as Col. Robert F. &, commander,
7a 2CE5,' 2RX EL0KE"Z2"c A.i" .»u3' Coia., ~~~
together of weathermen and their ladies at Andrews Officers' Open
Mess in Maryland. Greeting Major and Mrs. William H. Boulineau
(left) are (front to rear) Mrs. William H. Best jr., Colonel Best,
deputy commander, 4th Weather group, Mrs. Robert F. Long and
Colonel Long.

According to a recent survey of
2,500 refugees and visitors from be­
hind the Iron Curtain, Radio Free Eu­
rope is the most popular and most
influential Western network broadcast­
ing to the captive countries of East
Europe.

□Burkhart and Anderson
To Attend War College• •
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-Sports

by SSgt Milton J. Lehart
Welcome sports fans! All's well here in the headquarters, almost all

that is. Our *cagey-five" met up with 8th group last week in a head
oncollision at the gym. I guess no one from the group wanted the
assignment bad enough. Final score - not worth mentioning, but
after the game we cornered Coach Dennis L. Quick, this year's coach,
and when we asked him why so many losses, he cried. Twenty in a
row now over a two-year period. Is there no justice?

Col. Nicholas H. Chavasse's 2d Weather groupers rolled to a league
championship in the Langley AFB intramural softball competition.
The "star studded" team parlayed a combination of youth and ex­
perienceto compile a 15 won, 3 lost record. Congratulations to man­
agers Willia@ R. Wall, Henry P. Behrens and players Eddie Newing­
ton, Vern Elliott, Jim Woods, Charlie McCurry, John Homitsky, Jim
Hopper, Jim Peacock, Robert Julian, Don Butterfield, Edwin Burton
Alvin Buck, Jim Burke and DeWitt "Eutsler. ~ ..
Hq AWS "A" team barely missed winning the first half champion­

ship of the Scott AFB Intramural Bowling League. The team had an
excellent 907 game average, finishingsecond to HA MATS, one game
behind. Led by Major Alvin Kellogg's league leading average of 190,
the AWS team paced the 11-team loop for most of the season. Other
AWS "pinblasters," none averaging less than 173, were CWO Al­
bright, CMSgE MDonaia, CMSgc Eoiiand, c~sgt'Haberman, Msgt
Garland and TSgt Raynor. Major Kellogg has also been leading the
Greater Belleville All-Star League with a sizzling 205 figure.. This
top-notch kegler recently qualified for entry into the tough St. Louis
PBA Pro-Amateur tourney to be held Feb. 6-9.
Three teams represent the headquarters in the Wednesday night

officers bowling league. PLOPS, led by Lt. Col. Phillips, who has
been rolling at a 178 clip and Capt. Freeman, who holds a 174 aver­
age, holds down first place. The other two weather teams are fight­
ing for survival in 5th and last place in the 11-team league.
The old weather unit out at the Air Force Missile Test Center,

Patrick AFB, Fla., started playing intramural basketball last week.
Keep us posted on how you're doing.

Sports minded Detachment 7, 7th-Weather squadron, Grafenwoehr,
Germany, is actively participating in many sports events with the
7th US Anny, as well as with local German groups. Major Richard
B. Kissinger, detachment commander, was recently elected president
of the Grafenwoehr Rod and Gun Club, which has close ties with the
German Forstmeisters, Jaeger and hunt clubs.
Our football bowl game forecasts verified at only 50 per cent,

well below AWS standards. Consequently, even though four out of
five southeastern conference teams emerged victorious, Georgia
Tech's loss to Missouri and Florida's upset of Penn State weren't
previously registered on our cracked PPI scope. I grudingly admit
USC may be better than Wisconsin, but bad breaks, overeagerness
and those TV jitters hampered the Badgers early in the contest.
A reminder that Feb. 11, 1963 is the deadline for submitting entries

in naming this sports column. Many good ones have already been
received and the chore of picking a winner will be tough.

See you next month, and keep us posted on any sporting events
that occur in your area. We're interested in competitive, as well as
non-competitive endeavors.

TAKING only one shot with a 30.06 rifle, Lt. Col. Walton I.
Hogan, commander, 7~ Weather squadron, Heidelberg, Germany,
bagged this yearling.

Detachment 3, 7th Weather
squadron, Heidelberg Army Air­
field, Germany, stakes the follow­
ing claims to prove its theory
that it is the busiest detachment
in Air Weather Service.

• Largest volume of individual
DD forms 175 per year: 46, 424
in 1962.

• Largest volume of individual
DD forms 175 per month: 5,667
in August 1962.

• Largest volume of individual
personal telephone calls for
weather information ( excluding
DD forms 175) per year: 47,039
in 1962.

• Largest volume of individual,
personal telephone calls for
weather information ( excluding
DD forms 1 75) per month: 5,736

Retirees
Following AWS personnel retired on

dates indicated. The listing is by rank
and month of retirement.

DECEMBER 30, 1962
Lt. Col. Roland H. Leisy, Hq. AWS,

Scott AFB, III.
Major Anthony J. Gimelli, Det. 6,

24th Weather squadron, 8th Weather
group, Lowry AFB, Colorado.
Major Robert E. Leimbeck, 1oth

Weather squadron, 2d Weather group,
FI. Monroe, Virginia.
Captain Nicholas P. Miloglav, Ha.

3d Weather wing, Offutt AFB, Ne­
braska.
CWO W-3 Edgar W, Putnam, Det.

20, 1st Weather wing, APO 925, San
Francisco, California.
CWO W-3 Elmer J. Holt, Det. 51,

4th Weather group, Sunnyvale,Califor­
nla.
SMSgt Ira J. Burton, Det. 7, 241h

Weather squadron, 8th Weather group,
Mather AFB, California.

CMSgt Neal H. Trent jr., Det. 11,
4th Weather group, Patrick AFB, Flo­
rida.
MSgt Dean C. Hancher, Ha. AWS,

Scott AFB, III.
SSgt George H. Baer, Det. 21, 4th

Weather group, Edwards AFB, Calif.
SSgt Leo P. Cummings jr., Det. 5,

15th Weather squadron, 8th Weather
gro~p, Dover AFB, Delaware.

in November 1962.
• Largest average volume of

individual DD forms 175 per
forecaster per year: 4,386 in 1962.

• Largest average volume of
individual DD forms 175 per
forecaster per month: 706 in
August 1962.

• Largest average volume of
individual, personal telephone
calls for weather information ( ex­
cluding DD forms 175) per fore­
caster per year: 4,446 in 1962.

• Largest average volume of
individual, personal telephone
calls for weather information ( ex­
cluding DD forms 175) per fore­
caster per month: 521 in Novem­
ber 1962.
Detachment 3 provides weather

support to Army aviation
throughout Germany. Approxi­
mately 90 per cent of its business
is transacted via a private tele­
phone network connecting_ the
unit with some 56 Army airfields
located throughout Germany.
With an average forecaster
strength of 10.58 forecasters (ex­
cluding the commander), a 24-

Hunter Bags
Five Animals

A three-day leave turned into
a busy hunting trip recently, when
Lt. Col. Walton L. Hogan, com­
mander, 7th Weather squadron,
bagged five animals of four dif­
ferent species of game.
The sequence of events was re­

ported like this: On Monday
morning, while standing knee
deep in a snow drift, he shot a
mufflon (European mountain
sheep) which was approximately
250 yards across a ravine on an­
other range. The skin is now be­
ing converted into a nice rug.
Late Monday afternoon he shot

a yearling ( very young male deer,
similar to North American elk),
which helped to fill the Hogan
deep freeze.
Tuesday morning hunting ac­

counted for one red fox. Tues­
day afternoon he was the only
American invited to go on a Ger­
man drive hunt that was spon­
sored by the State Forest Office
in the area.
The 30 other hunters were all

foresters, ranging in age and ex­
perienee from a 23-year-old ap­
prentice to a 69-year-old retired
Ober-Forest-Master. The hur ~
was conducted in full regali."
with bugles and dogs. Typical
German hunting customs were ob­
served except that at the hunting
feast that night, in a local Gast­
house, the only American present
was proclaimed "King of the
Hunt." Colonel Hogan had shot
the largest of the two wild boars
that were killed during the chase.
Wednesday morning an 8-point

stagg was added to the list and
the hunting ended. It took the
rest of the day to get the stagg
out of the canyon and back to
the forest house.

hour forecasting and observing
station is maintained. DD form
175 forecasts may vary in length
from 20 minutes to 12 hour~

~
~

with the average forecast lengi
running about two to three hours.
Providing weather service to

Army aviation is further compli­
cated, over and above the tele­
phonic problems, by the added
requirement that each forecaster
have an intimate knowledge of
terrain and topographic features
of all of Western Europe, includ­
ing mountain ranges, hills, val­
leys, streams, and all passes
through the mountains.

AWARD OF MERIT, from the American Bowling Congress for
100 per cent Leagues Sanctioned within the Fort Rucker Alabama
Bowling Association is presented to Capt. Owen V. Haxlon, presi­
dent of the association,'by SSgt Jack W. Moseley, secretary' of the
organization. SSgt Mosely is the Weather Records Checker at Det.
9, 16th Weather squadron and has been secretary since September
1962. He is also a member of the Fort Rucker traveling team
having established a 176 average for 24 games.•

~
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"Better try it with your glasses,"
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